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Summary 

2017 was a good year for the residents at our Donkey Sanctuary. Most equines stayed 

healthy and needed little medical treatment. The only equine needing surgery was 

Stella, whose eye socket started to bother him.  

Two sad events took place: both Buddy and Hella had to be euthanized. Buddy, the 

sanctuary’s Casanova, increasingly suffered from his hip dislocation and was unable to 

join the other equines for walking and grazing. In September Animal Nepal had to take 

the difficult decision to euthanise Buddy.  

The one equine who really missed Buddy was Hella, a beautiful reddish brown-coloured 

horse. She immediately became sick after Buddy was gone. Hella always had a leg 

problem and had to be lifted up by the sanctuary staff each day. After Buddy was gone 

her pain levels seemed to go up and she stopped eating. Two months after Buddy was 

gone, Hella too had to be put to sleep.  

Animal Nepal this year received battery powered dental equipment and plans to have a 

dental check-up for all residents during the off season of 2018.  



 

1) Mox 

 

When the Animal 

Nepal team rescued 

Mox from Bhaktapur 

district, he was in very 

poor condition. He 

had a fracture of the 

joint and nerve 

paralysis, Mox was 

also suffering from 

anal prolapse and had 

wounds all over his 

body. He was brought 

to our sanctuary and 

made a slow and 

steady recovery.  

Mox is the still the 

strongest equine in 

our sanctuary. This 

year he suffered from 

a hoof abscess, which 

was treated with 

regular dressing and 

painkiller. Mox has a 

bit of a roving eye but 

this does not bother 

him. He still tends to 

get into fights, but with Buddy, his rival, no longer being there, and being 

castrated, things are easier for him. Mox is not a fan of grooming, especially 

when it comes to hoof cleaning. The staff give him more personal attention 

nowadays; as a result the grooming has become easier. Another trick is to 

show some food, like a vegetable or some grasses, which makes Mox agree 

to almost anything. Overall, he is a joyful and energetic mule, enjoying his 

life at the sanctuary. His favourite companion is Mana, one of the technicians 

at the Sanctuary. 



 

2) Stella 

 

 

 

Stella was abandoned 

by his owner and left to 

fend on his own. When 

Stella was rescued by 

Animal Nepal, he was 

suffering from 

respiratory problems 

and anaplasmosis. He 

also had a damaged 

eye. 

Recently Stella’s 

damaged eye started to 

give her trouble. We 

noticed that flies cause 

regular discharge and 

irritation to her eye 

socket. The team 

decided to close the 

socket surgically. The 

surgery was conducted 

by Dr. Atish and Dr. 

Sajana, with the 

support of Dr. David 

Thompson (A volunteer 

vet from UK) with the 

support of the 

sanctuary team. The 

surgery was successful and Stella is feeling much better already!  

Stella is spending a happy life with the other four legged furry friends. He is 

one our friendliest mules and enjoys the company of the caretakers very 

much.   



 

3) Lava 

 

  

Lava is a miniature donkey 

rescued from Jyoti brick 

factory as he was 

abandoned along with 

another small donkey Kush. 

He is 13 years old and has 

one of his ears cut off as it 

is the belief among some 

equine owners is that if they 

keep a donkey ear under 

their pillow it will promote 

fertility. Lava is a very cute 

looking donkey! His half cut 

ear and his short height 

gives him a unique look and 

always stands out when he 

is identified by visitors. Luv 

and Kush are like the 

“Thompson twins” and 

generally stay with each 

other.  

Lava in 2017 had a trouble year, with no signs of illness. He undergoes 

regular hoof trimming. Soon Lava will have a dental check-up so he can 

continue to sport a lovely grin!  

 

  



 

4) Kush 

 

 

Kush is a 13-year old miniature donkey found abandoned at Jyoti brick 

factory. Like Lava, Kush had half of its ears cut off. 

This year Kush did not face any health problems. He is very content and one 

of the cutest member of our furry family.  Kush loves visitors and is quick to 

greet any newcomer at the Sanctuary. The good thing is that Kush loves to 

be groomed. He loves trotting around with his twin and with their trimmed 

teeth they are quick to grab treats from the hands of our visitors. 

 

 

  



 

 

5) Chung 

 
 

Chung is a female donkey. She was rescued from Santaneshwor brick kiln 

in Lalitpur district. When Animal Nepal medical team examined her health 

condition they found her very weak, was slightly lame and there were wounds 

all over her body.  

Nowadays Chung is a very active equine and at times difficult to handle. 

2017 was a happy year for Chung as she did not face any health problems.  

She is fully healthy after receiving routine vaccines, deworming and hoof 

trimming. She hangs around her fellow friends and does not interfere in 

anyone’s business.  

 

 

 



 

 

6) Sangeet 

 

Sangeet is a male donkey. He was rescued from Santaneshwor brick kiln in 

Lalitpur district. Our team found him in a dire condition and he was very 

weak. Once recovered, Sangeet has not faced any health issues after his 

rescue.  

In 2017, Sangeet did not face any major health problems. He is easy to 

handle during routine vaccinations. A friendly and lovable donkey, Sangeet 

gets along with everyone, especially our para-vet Tara. He loves roaming 

around the grassy fields and playing in the mud. He has quite an appetite 

and is very pleased when cabbage is part of the menu!   

 

  



 

 

7) Samir 

 

Samir is a white colour,12 year old female donkey. She was rescued from 

Bolbom brick kiln in Lalitpur district. She was abandoned by her owner and 

was suffering from skin related issues and nutrition deficiency.  

Samir is healthy and has gained a bit of weight. He is little scared of people 

and other animals, and tends to run away when our staff come to treat him. 

As a result it takes some time to catch him when  trimming his hooves and 

giving his vaccinations. After monsoon Samir developed a hoof abcess. It 

was challenging for the staff to treat him! Samir does however loves to get 

brushed. He is a silent nibbler and you can find him inspecting your 

belongings if you leave them within his reach! 

 

  



 

8) Puffin 

 

Puffin is our 

gatekeeper, as she is 

always ready to meet a 

new person or donkey. 

In 2012, she was 

rescued  from Lele, 

Lalitpur district. She is 

very playfull but feels 

shy among people. 

Puffin is prone to fungal 

infections and 

unfortunately also this 

year she lost the soft fur 

on her legs. 

Our caring vets and 

paravets were quick to 

treat her.  Her hair has 

also grown rapidly. She 

has received all the 

vaccinations for this 

year and her teeth are 

also in good condition. 

Puffin perks up when 

she smells carrots and 

enjoys being groomed. 

She is very friendly and 

gentle with our young 

visitors. Aged ten, she is one of our older equines and is enjoying her retired 

life in our santuary. 

 

 

 



 

9) Pappu  

 

Pappu is a female mule 

who in 2015 was rescued 

from Bolbom brick kiln in 

Lalitpur district. She has 

a problem of a fet lock 

joint which gave her 

trouble carrying heavy 

load when she was 

working in the brick kiln. 

Ever since she was 

brought to our sanctuary 

by her owner, she has 

made slow and steady 

recovery.  

Puffin is seven and a half 

years old now with good 

body condition. She eats 

well and enjoys grazing 

with her friends. But she 

can be a bit moody and 

can suddenly give a 

‘Bruce Lee kick’ when our 

doctors or caretakers 

come close to her. We 

need to tread around her 

a bit more carefully than with our other equines. Overall, she’s a friendly mule 

depending on her mood! 

 

 

 



 

10) Markhu 

 

Markhu is a male 

horse who in 2015 

was rescued from 

Bhaktapur district. 

At that time he had 

overgrown hoofs 

and was limping. 

Nowadays Markhu 

adores running 

around our fields 

with his friends and 

is very fond of 

grazing.  

Markhu is very 

healthy and we 

groom him 

regularly, which he 

enjoys thoroughly.  

He is very friendly 

with all our team 

members, 

however, he tends 

to kick from both 

front and back 

when he gets 

upset. He also has 

a tendency to bite 

when he is over 

excited. He loves rolling in the sand and will plunge into the sandpit any 

chance he gets. Blessed with a good appetite he is quite the eater and 

gobbles most of the treats given to him. 



 

  

11) Naina 

  

 

Naina is a female, blind donkey. Her name means beautiful eyes! She is 

among the oldest residents. Animal Nepal caretakers Santa Bahadur 

Shrestha and Masini Shrestha take extra care of our beautiful Naina. She 

doesn’t feel very comfortable doing her regular activities like grazing, eating 

and playing with her friends. 

Naina is at least 16 and getting on in age. She is fed and often kept 

separately to make sure she eats enough and doesn’t get kicked by younger 

equines. Our vet is regularly observing Naina to assess her quality of life. If 

she is not having quality of life then the vet might take a hard decision; to 

relief her suffering.  

  



 

12) Krishna 

  

Krishna is like a large puppy 

and loves cuddles from our 

visitors. He is well-liked by his 

friends in the shelter. He was 

our first rescue and was 

personally rescued by our 

President, Pramada Shah.  

 

He is about 8 years old but a 

big baby at heart. He is very 

easy to groom and to take 

care of; he is very friendly 

with all our staff members, 

nudging them when they are 

busy with other equines.  

 

He is the cutest donkey in our 

shelter and is spoilt rotten by 

all our staff, especially our 

President.  

 

 

  



 

 

13) Fudge 

 

 

 

Fudge is a handsome male donkey. He was named 'Fudge' by his temporary 

adopter Pauline and he grew up to become cuter than his name. He is 9, 10 

years old and is very happy and active. Ever since his teeth were trimmed, 

he feels better to eat his food and enjoys grazing. Our team has been looking 

after Fudge’s hoofs and have been grooming them regularly. He is quite 

excitable when it’s time to take him to the fields and sprints almost 

immediately. Our vet, Dr Atish is particularly fond of Fudge. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

14) Shakti 

 

Shakti is another beautiful 

female horse. She’s quite 

possessive about her 

meals and tends to get 

snappy if someone tries 

to take her share. She 

used to have a secret 

crush on Buddy and felt 

sad when Buddy had to 

be put down.  

Overall, she’s friendly and 

has a tendency to put on 

weight and from time to 

time; our caretakers had 

to put her a diet! If she 

gets irritated she will bite 

the person close to her.  

As mentioned before, 

Shakti is especially fond 

of Tara, our para-vet and 

relies on her a lot. 

  



 

15) Noby 

 

 

 

Noby is an 8 year old male horse. He is easily the most handsome equine, 

and is a bit choosy when it comes to who he wants to hang around with. 

Noby, along with his other friends at the sanctuary go through their regular 

maintenance of teeth and hoof trimming and are kept in tip-top condition. He 

is obviously very proud of his beautiful hair and loves to be brushed. 

 

Noby does not like his face to be touched, so we take care not to do so. Our 

doctor Sajana, is very fond of him and Noby tends to respond to her much 

better than our other caretakers. He does not have any major health issues 

and is spending his days happily with other members in the shelter. 

 

 

 



 

  

16) Bibi 

 

BB (Bibi) was in fairly good 

condition when he came to the 

sanctuary and is approximately 

9 years old. He’s also a nibbler 

and one does need to be careful 

around him! BB is not 

particularly fond when it comes 

to trimming of his teeth and can 

get quite antsy! 

 

He has lovely soft fur which he’s 

very proud of and loves to be 

groomed regularly. He’s 

generally in good health and 

does not fear the vaccinations 

which is a huge relief for our 

caretakers. He’s friendly and his 

best mates are Fudge, Shakti 

and Krishna. Our sanctuary dog, 

Lucky is also his buddy and both 

of them playing in the sand do 

make an interesting sight.  

 

  



 

 

17) Menuka 

 

 

Menuka is a sixteen and half 

tear old female donkey. She 

was rescued from Lalitpur 

District. Menuka needs 

constant support, especially 

while getting up as her right 

hind leg was dislocated at 

the time of rescue and due 

to her advancing age, it 

bothers her. Because she 

lies down on the same side 

during sleeping she gets 

sores easily which our 

caretaker Mana 

immediately dresses up.  

Unlike Naina she does 

sometimes like to go the 

fields; if not she stays at the 

shelter itself. Naina and 

Menuka sleep separately 

since they both can’t fend 

for themselves too well.  

  



 

 

18) Bruna 

 

Bruna is a sweet eight and a half year old female donkey. She was sadly 

abandoned and pregnant at the time when we found her. Immediately, we 

took her in and gave her some Tender Loving Care as she was in such a 

delicate condition. Bruna gave birth at our shelter and we named her foal 

Victory.  

Bruna has a slight limp but that does not hinder her daily activities at the 

sanctuary and is particularly fond of our para-vet Santosh Gautam. She’s 

a quiet and gentle donkey who enjoys her cabbage and carrot meals; and 

does not like to share her meals with anyone. Bruna loves to be 

photographed and can pose very well when there are visitors at our 

sanctuary. She passes her days at the sanctuary grazing and lolling 

around in the sand in peace and contentement. 

 

 



 

19) Chadani 

 

Chadani is a happy, female donkey and was born in our sanctuary on July in 

2014. She is universally loved and all the older equines tolerate her childish 

behavior with good humour. We have mentioned before that Chadani, has 

never faced any hardship and is far removed from the harsh realities of the 

world unlike her other companions at the sanctuary. We consider her and 

ourselves lucky for this reason! 

Chadani has an interesting addiction and loves to have liver tonic at any 

given chance; unlike the others who do not take the taste of the tonic very 

kindly. She’s a greedy eater and grabs on the food at any given time, we 

have to blame it on her young and growing age. Chadani is healthy and 

enjoys her time going from animal to the other and gets along famously with 

‘Lucky’, our sanctuary dog.  
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