
 

Animal Aid Abroad 
Sponsored Animals 

Afghanistan 
Nowzad Donkey Sanctuary, Kabul 

Samson 

 
Update (September 2017) 
Samson is one of the first donkeys who came to Nowzad.  One of our neighbours owned him and 
would use him to carry heavy loads.   
We advised him not to use this donkey for work because he just did not have the strength and 
energy. Nowzad rescued Samson from the neighbour to relieve him of his heavy workload.  He is an 
old donkey and lives a peaceful life at the Nowzad Donkey Shelter now.  He wasn’t so friendly at first 
but has relaxed in his old age and enjoys the company of people and will even let us hug him. 

 Currently sponsored by: 
1. Michelle Hazelwood, WA ($100) 
2. Bev Rayner, SA ($100) 
3. Anonymous, VIC ($100) 
4. Michael & Sheila Medlar, UK ($100) 



5. Steph Elliott, ACT ($100) 
6. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
 

Jalala 

 
Update (September 2017) 
A foreign lady saw Jalala next to a mountain and immediately knew she had fallen.  The owner had 
unfortunately abandoned her because she could not work anymore. 
The foreign women brought Jalala to the Nowzad clinic. We checked her, and she had lots of injuries 
on her legs and had a weak nerve support on right front leg. The Foreign women named her ‘Jalala’, 
which means beautiful in Dari. After a lengthy treatment and physiotherapy, she recovered and now 
is in our donkey shelter. She is old and does not have most of her teeth, so we give her lots of fruits 
and vegetables which she loves to spend time chewing, they make her very happy. Despite 
everything she’s been through, she is friendly and lets people pet her. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Michael & Sheila Medlar, UK ($100) 
2. John Deal, USA ($100) 
3. Carol Morgan, WA ($100) 
4. Mellisa Eyre, ACT ($100) 
5. Kris Short, NSW ($100) 
6. OnPro Branch, ACT ($100) 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rosie and Kushi 

 
Update (September 2017) 
Rosie  
Rosie was one of the thousands of donkeys that are used for hard labour in Kabul, Afghanistan.  Her 
owner would use her to carry water up to the mountains.  She didn’t get the care she deserves, and 
the workload took a toll on her health.  When she got sick, the owner didn’t want her anymore 
because she couldn’t do the work that he needed her to do. 
She was let out on the streets of Kabul to fend for herself.  A kind man then found her and brought 
her to the Nowzad Clinic to be treated and taken in.  We gave her the love and care that she needed 
to get back to health.  Since she was not spayed, she was pregnant.  She delivered her baby under 
our care.  She is estimated to be about eight years old and has been with us since 2013.  She is a 
quiet donkey and keeps to herself, surveying everything and taking things in. We let her come to us 
on her terms and we feel very special when she does. 



 
 
 
Khushi 
Khushi is probably one of the only donkeys in Afghanistan who has never been saddled up, or 
made to work.  She has not worked one day in her life because she was born at the Nowzad 
Shelter.  She is Rosie’s daughter.  Khushi means “happiness” in Dari.  She really is a happy 
donkey and shows it.  She comes up to people and loves to be fussed over. 
She loves ginger snap cookies and is very mischievous, as she will steal the entire bag away 
from our hand if we stand close to her.  She is three years old.   
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Anonymous, VIC ($200) 
2. Lana Williams, NSW ($100) 
3. Michael & Sheila Medlar, UK ($100) 
4. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
5. Dianne Idda, VIC ($100) 

 

 

 

 



India 
Friendicoes SECA- Gurgaon Sanctuary, Delhi 

 

Mudra 

 
Update (November 2017) 
Mudra looks like age has caught up with her, but she is healthy and reports no health issues. 
She also enjoys hanging out with the herd now and is social with both her herd mates and 
visitors. We have newly discovered that she adores being fussed over and is happiest hanging 
around people. Her sweet nature gets her a lot of attention till she decides to nip at your scarf or 
bag (or back!). That is her own way of showing her affection tells the caretaker. Quite a change 
from the shy, antisocial girl from 5 years back.  

Currently Sponsored by: 
1. The TC Gang, NT ($100) 
2. Denise Schokman, WA ($100) 
3. Carol Butler, WA ($100) 
4. Karen Bevilaqua, WA ($100) 



5. Nicholas Duncan, WA ($100) 
6. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 

 

Ila 

 
 

Update (November 2017) 
Our dear Ila is looking healthy and doing well. She has discovered a new love for "petting" and is 
often hanging out near the fence hoping for some attention from staff and visitors passing by her 
enclosure. So, Ila ensures she cannot be missed by standing where she can greet all the 
humans and get her daily dose of petting while at it. After being limited to inside the stables for a 
long time due to the wound she had arrived with that took a very long time to heal, she seems to 
be now making up for all the missed attention that other donkeys have enjoyed all this time. She 
is turning into a people's donkey and prefers to be around humans rather than other donkeys 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Michael & Sheila Medlar, UK ($100) 
2. Lauren Bryce, NSW ($100) 
3. Tracy Schelkis, NT ($100) 
4. Michelle Alber, NSW ($100) 
5. Lee Dean, ACT ($100) 
6. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 
 
 



Titli and Chaya 

 
Update (November 2017) 
Titli is a three-year-old Titli has the wind in her legs. If there is a horse who loves to run it is our Titli. 
Her racehorse father's genes show strong in her love for running. Remember she is the girl whose 
mom was one of the 50 odd horses rescued from the neglected stud farm. At the time her mom 
Chaya was pregnant and gave birth to Titli at the Friendicoes sanctuary 6 months after her rescue. 
She is no doubt the fastest runner among the horses at the sanctuary considering the amount of 
practice she puts in. The smallest thing gets her off galloping around the field in happiness or 
excitement. The next favourite thing is to roll in mud and cool off after she has had a spirited run. 
She is always the one in the most need of grooming.  
Titli is no more her mother's shadow. She is attending "school", learning to be a lady, and getting up 
to all kinds of mischief in the process. Her favourite trick is to sneak up behind unsuspecting people 
and scare them silly breathing down their neck. Being the youngest of all the horses at the sanctuary 
she gets some extra attention and pampering from the caregivers.  
 



 

Chaya is a quiet & "elegant" Chaya is the quintessential lady of the place. No unruly, bad 
behaviour from her. No unpleasant surprises. Easy going, laid back and content left to her own 
company. She does not need much monitoring or minding. Gentle with her caregivers, indifferent 
to visitors and with no quirks she blends into her surroundings very smoothly. Chaya is not very 
fond of boisterous horses, so she is usually left alone or with older, less active equines whose 
only activity can be seen at meal times when they make their way to the feed troughs from their 
own corners of the field. One thing she enjoys thoroughly are her grooming sessions and you 
can almost see her preening after she is done.  
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Sirius Com, WA ($200) 
2. Nancy Warren, QLD ($100) 
3. Tim Boyce, NSW ($100) 
4. Kristina Bonhomme, USA ($100) 
5. Lana Williams, NSW ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Truffles 

 
Update (November 2017) 
Truffles had a hard time with her mom's passing last year but on the good side it has led to 
her learning to live life away from her mother's shadow. She has grown to be more outgoing 
and social than ever before. And now hangs out with Meethi, Titli and couple of other girls. 
She can be seen interacting with them, getting into mock fights, and even nuzzling them. 
This group of young ladies seems to have determined their pecking order in the herd and 
Truffles has made her place and peace with them. She is still nervous around new people 
and hence it is a wrench if both the caretakers she is familiar and comfortable with have to 
go on leave together. Usually such a situation is avoided so that she does not develop any 
anxiety with a new handler. We are working on socializing her more with visitors and other 
staff so that she does not get stressed out if her caretaker changes or new people enter her 
field.  
She has also put on some weight and her coat is shining and glossy. In short, this season 
Truffles is looking her best. She has now stepped into adulthood having completed 4 years a 
few months back and is one of the best-looking mares at the sanctuary. We hope to be able 
to give you happy updates on her for the next many years. 
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Sirius Com, WA ($200) 
2. Caroline Perks, WA ($100) 
3. Kristina Bonhomme, USA ($100) 
4. Anonymous, VIC ($200) 

 

 

 



Meethi 

 

Update (November 2017) 
Everyone's favourite girl, Meethi is full of what the French call Joie de vivre or the joy of living. 
Charming, mischievous with gorgeous looks, Meethi is the sanctuary's joy and life. There is not a 
horse she will not befriend or a visitor she will not welcome. Last year she was a great support & 
comfort to Sundari who went through a tough time battling obesity and the subsequent inflamed 
joints. The whole time Meethi gave her company inside the stables and during her short walks. 
She made a significant contribution to Sundari's recovery by providing the psychological support 
no one else could have given Sundari.  

This season she is seen having fun with other young ladies like Truffles and Titli and simply                 
enjoying the simple pleasures of life. A romp around her enclosure, some mock fights & games                
with her friends, the wind in her mane and the sun on her face not to forget the treats she is                     
partial to, something she has a steady supply of due to everyone's special fondness for her.  

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Karen Bevilaqua, WA ($100) 
2. Colleen McKenney, WA ($100) 
3. Denise Schokman, WA ($100) 
4. Sandra Arnold, WA ($100) 
5. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
6. Bev Rayner, SA ($100) 

 

 

 



Sundari 

 
Update (November2017) 
The smartest and wiliest horse in the sanctuary turned 8 this year. And we are happy to tell 
her sponsors that she is keeping good health, is as spunky as ever and continues to charm 
everyone with her effervescence and beauty. This season the hairstylist has given her the 
forelock look and she proudly shows it off to every visitor who comes to meet her.  
Sundari loves to be out in the field and despite the harsh summer and the heat she prefers 
the open sky to the shade. So, she is hardly ever stabled and left out in the field the whole 
time. There is a shade in the centre of the field for her to shelter under in case there is light 
rain. Only when there is a thunderstorm is Sundari put inside. She continues to be social 
with all new animals making the job easy for her caretakers to introduce her to newcomers. 
After her "obesity attack" last year the staff keep an extra eye on her diet, because this 
gorgeous girl loves her food! A little too much.  
 

Solely sponsored by: 
1. Karen Bevilaqua, WA ($500) 

 



Tapi and Koyna 

 
 

Update (November 2016) 
Tapi is getting on in years. And she has started to look it. Prior to being rescued while she 
was pregnant she must have led a hard life like all beasts of burden in almost every corner 
of the world. She is not as old as she looks but a hard life can make the youngest of them 
age at double the rate. For now, Tapi is in good health, though she is much slower and is not 
very enthusiastic about meals. She must be prodded and pushed towards the feed and her 
caregiver must ensure that she has eaten her meal. The slightest bullying by another donkey 
makes her lose the very little interest she has in eating. She spends most of her time dozing 
in a corner of the field.  
 
Koyna: There is no doubt that Koyna is an extraordinary girl! After all, she survived a difficult 
birth when her mom lay unattended in a forgotten back lane for many long hours in the 
freezing cold. She has grown up into this smart, playful girl who is wildly popular and overly 
loved. You will never miss her in a crowd because there is always some activity happening 
around Koyna. She has this knack of butting her nose in everyone's business but get away 
without offending anyone. Such is her charm! The little monkey.  
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Sandra Snyder, WA ($100) 
2. Sirius Com, WA ($100)  
3. Charlotte Fehr, WA ($100) 
4. Ilona Jaksic, WA ($200) 
5. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 

 

 



Radha 

 

Update (November 2017) 
It makes us extremely happy to write this update on Radha. We had mentioned in our last update 
that age is catching up with her and she had been left very weak after a bout of illness. The vets 
had also warned us about winter taking its toll on her and her survival was at stake. Thankfully 
we had a lean winter and the arrangements made at the sanctuary for the older horses last 
winter ensured that Radha made it and regained her strength. 
She is presently enjoying the sun on her old and much abused bones. She spends a lot of time 
outdoors, and even enjoys an occasional short canter all on her own. After she was out of her 
quarantine period following her illness last year, she at last joined the old herd although she 
stands at the edge and is aloof. Tolerance and social niceties are too much to expect of her at 
this stage in life. The other horses do not trouble her, and she is leading a quiet, peaceful life on 
her own terms. Hopefully she will be with us for a few more years.  
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Bliss Hodgson, QLD ($100) 
2. Linda Tostevin, WA ($100) 
3. Sirius Com, WA ($100) 
4. Alastair Jacob, NSW ($100) 
5. Cameron Thang, NSW ($100) 
6. Maureen Sladdin, VIC ($100) 



Vayu 

 

 

Update (November 2017) 
Like old wine, Vayu seems to be getting better with age. He has been with us for 5 years now 
and is completely blind. We think he is around 14 years old, but a hard life and lack of a nutritious 
diet contributed to his early blindness and weak muscles. He no longer needs to be watched 
around other animals. Known for his infamous kicks when he first arrived and injured a few other 
unsuspecting animals, he had to be kept solitary for a period of time to prevent him fatally injuring 
someone but with time he has settled down. It's been a couple of years now since we heard 
about the last "tantrum" of Vayu. He now spends his time in a corner of the field with other senior 
or handicapped equines who like a quiet life and prefer to keep to themselves. He is fed 
separately from the others, just to ensure no tempers start flying but overall Vayu is no longer 
"difficult".  

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Carol Richardson, WA ($100) 
2. Susanne Briggs, NSW ($100) 
3. Carol Butler, WA ($100) 
4. Franklin Hynes & Cai Fenton, WA ($100) 
5. Sally McMillan, TAS ($100) 
6. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 

 

 



Noori 

 
 

Update (November 2017) 
Ever since the "accidental" kick she received last year, Noori has withdrawn more into herself. 
She has also lost weight and does not seem interested to be in the crowd. Always the last one to 
eat and an introvert, she now needs to be fed separately if she is to eat anything at all. She gets 
spooked quickly and prefers to keep a little distance from all other animals. The caregivers keep 
an extra eye on her, ensuring she does not miss meals and is not bullied by other mischievous 
donkeys up to their tricks. Many times, she is even left open in the general courtyard of the 
Sanctuary's large animal section since she is no trouble and minds her own business. Noori will 
continue to be monitored and given extra TLC. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Michael & Sheila Medlar, UK ($100) - In memory of Sangita & Kiran 
2. Doreen van der Heiden, QLD ($100) 
3. Andrea Johnson, WA ($200) 
4. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
 

Kanhu 
Update (May 2017)  
Kanha recently celebrated his 5th birthday at the sanctuary. As he grows older, Kanha is 
coming into his own. From a shy, introvert calf he is now a curious, bold adult who is 
suspicious of everything new that enters his space and has self-appointed himself as 
supervisor of all things new. So, nothing escapes his inspection whether it is a new water 
trough or a wheelbarrow or a new staff member or a visitor.  
From the protected baby of the herd he has now grown into a strong, confident bull who 
takes his responsibility of his herd seriously. He is still aloof from the others, with no 
particular bonding to anyone but he is very much a part of the herd he grew up with. Being a 



calm, trouble free chap and with no females in his herd Kanha's castration has been delayed 
so far. But he is soon due to be castrated. 
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Sally McMillan, TAS ($250) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
HIS Camel Rescue Centre- Bassi, Jaipur 

Tess 

 
[ Update November 2017] 
Tess was rescued one year ago from outside the city area of Jaipur. He had a tumour and very serious 
wound on his hind limb. Most of the time, he is well behaved, calm, and nice natured. Any new or old 
attendant can take him out of his shed and he remains calm and easy to handle. Given his medical 
condition and cruel life before he came to the shelter, the staff are quite amazed by his nice 
temperament. He does have one bad habit [ like us all] and that is whenever he is given any kind of 
treatment he does try to bite his carers. He likes groundnut straw very much. 
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Sirius Com, WA ($100) 
2. Marit Seils, SA ($100) 
3. Katy Jaksic, WA ($100) 
4. Rosemary Bradbury, WA ($100) 
5. Holly Raab, USA ($100) 

 

 



Martin 

 
Martin came to the Camel Rescue Centre about 4 months ago from a nearby village called 
Badodia. He had a big wound on his hind limb and could no longer work. He had become lame, 
so his owner did not want him anymore. The owner could neither come to CRC for his treatment 
nor could keep a camel that could not work. So, CRC made him agree to surrender his camel to 
them. He is still under treatment for his wound but in safe hands. He too is a calm camel but 
whenever he is taken out of his shed for food, he makes lots of noise. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Karen Bevilaqua, WA ($100) 
2. Holly Raab, USA ($100) 
3. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
4. Sharin Garden, UK ($100) 
5. Michelle Alber, NSW ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Talitha [Tally] 

 
Tally became a family member of the CRC team at two months of age when his mother was 
brought to the clinic blind and very sick. She was provided with treatment immediately, but it was 
too late and unfortunately, she died. The CRC staff fed the orphaned calf with cow milk for 2-3 
months and then started him on peanut and guar straw. He is a very happy and playful young 
camel and enjoys hanging out with the 'big' boys at the CRC Centre. Being a young calf, he is 
also allowed to roam free and likes to run and play with the other rescued animals at the shelter. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Lana Williams, NSW ($100) 
2. Linda Tostevin, WA ($100) 
3. Paul Elkington, WA ($100) 
4. Lisa Owens Viani, USA ($100) 
5. Kara Densby, NSW ($100) 
6. Talitha Huston, WA ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Basanti 

 
Update (July 2017): 
Basanti was rescued around one and a half years ago when she was going to be slaughtered with 
many other camels. At the time of rescue, she was malnourished and had multiple wounds all over 
her body. She is approximately, a 13-year-old female and resides at the Camel Rescue Centre and 
hospital in Bassi, India. Since the day she was rescued from the people taking her to the 
slaughterhouse her behaviour has not changed. 
She is still a shy and calm female. She loves the company of her caretaker Kamlesh. She has no 
special choice of food and happy to eat whatever is put in front of her. Now she is in good health and 
likes to be the centre of attraction among the male camels. 
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Linda Tostevin, WA ($100) 
2. Ruth Farre, NSW ($100) 
3. Jane Cleverley, NSW ($100) 
4. Marit Seils, SA ($100) 
5. Joh Family, USA ($100) 
6. Sharin Garden, UK ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 



Blackie 

 
Update (Jan 2018) 
Blackie was rescued in Dec 2015 from Shahjahanpur, when he was going to a slaughter house. That 
time he had a black coloured spot of dye at his neck, so the CRC staff started calling him Black 
Necked Camel aka Blackie. The spot disappeared but the name remained as it is. 
He is a camel around 10-12 years old. Blackie has a benign [ harmless] tumour under his neck which 
is probably why he would not work properly and was sent to the slaughterhouse. Now the tumour 
has stabilised and when necessary will be surgically removed. He is particularly calm, good natured 
and enjoys being let out of his stable to feed. He prefers to eat groundnut straw very much and 
enjoys the company of his caretaker Kamlesh who takes good care of him. 
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Deb and Iris Hill, WA ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 



Animal Rahat- Home for Retired Bullocks, Sangli, 
Maharashtra  

Sonya 

 
Sonya is a 17-year-old bullock who was retired from the Kranti sugar factory during the initial launch 
of Animal Rahat’s tractor project in 2012. His former partner at the factory, Sunder, was retired with 
him. Undergoing trauma together often causes humans to form lifelong bonds (e.g., soldiers in a 
platoon). Judging by the fact that Sonya and Sunder still seek out each other’s company, it seems 
that working alongside one another while hauling enormous loads and enduring beatings and other 
miseries may have had a similar bonding effect. 
Sonya is a large bullock, healthy and fit. Although initially aggressive, he has calmed tremendously 
since moving to the new sanctuary last year. Like most large bullocks, Sonya has a healthy appetite. 
He especially enjoys the salt lick. Some bullocks remain standing during grooming sessions, but 
Sonya likes to maximize the relaxation factor by reclining when being groomed. 
Due to his larger size, the smaller bullocks at the sanctuary tend to give him a lot of space. He does 
have friends aside from Sunder, two other large bullocks named Jim and Fallon.  
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Ellie Robertson, NSW ($100) 
2. Ruth Farre, NSW ($100) 
3. Kim Ribbink, WA ($100) 
4. Liam McMahon, NZ ($100) 
5. Ella Milanko, QLD ($100) 
6. Michelle Alber, NSW ($100) 



Roushya 

 
Update (September 2017) 
Just shy of 20 years old, Roushya loves food and playing in the rain.  He is docile and friendly 
with all and enjoys being groomed by his human caretakers.  
Even when he’s resting, this social butterfly prefers the company of others and tends to lie down 
with friends, especially his best buddies, Jim and Sonya. At more than 1500 pounds, Roushya is 
a big boy, and it should come as no surprise that he becomes quite excited by the sight of green 
grass and fodder. Even though he loves meal time, he’s a slow eater compared to others. He 
savours his meals sometimes for an hour or so. He also enjoys licking mineral salt licks to fulfil 
his deficiencies of the trace minerals and salts.   
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Franklin Hynes & Cai Fenton, WA ($100) 
2. Kris Short, NSW ($50) 
3. Karen Bevilaqua, WA ($50) 
4. Emmanuel Nulty, WA ($100) 
5. Meredith Williams, WA ($100) 
6. Anonymous, VIC ($50) 
7. Catherine Kelly, WA ($50) 
8. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($50) 
9. Melanie Baumanis, WA ($50) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gabru 

 
 

Update (September 2017) 
Gabru is around 21 years old and prior to coming to the sanctuary, he had a rough life. A bit of a 
loner, he prefers to groom himself and enjoys “taking showers” when it rains by jumping around 
and getting wet. Although he’s not quite ready to get up close and personal with humans just yet, 
sometimes he’ll let his best bullock friend, Thomas, help him groom him. Most of the time, for 
now, he is happy to scratch himself on the cubicle posts.  
Gabru is a chowhound and always one of the first to reach the feed trough. He really loves his 
food and he’s not averse to trying to grab some food from the slower eaters. Like many other 
bullocks at the sanctuary, Gabru also enjoys fresh grass and his salt lick and hanging out in the 
soft sand pit. 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Franklin Hynes & Cai Fenton, WA ($100) 
2. Elaine Goode, WA ($100) 
3. Catherine Kelly, WA ($50) 
4. Melanie Baumanis, WA ($50) 
5. Jeannie McDermott & Nancy Warren, QLD ($50) 
6. The TC Gang, NT ($50) 
7. Keith Baldwin, SA ($50) 
8. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($50)  

9. Sandra Holdaway, WA ($50) 

 

 

 



Help in Suffering- Jaipur City Sanctuary, Jaipur 

Nanny 

 
 

Nanny, foster mother extraordinaire and true working mum, was rescued by Help In Suffering staff in 
Jaipur, India in September 2017. 
She came to the shelter with her 6 pups in a very sick and malnourished condition, but she had a 
heart of a true mother. Nanny not only took care of her own babies, but she also understood the 
need of 12 other orphan pups and fed them with the same love and warmth. 
When the AAA trip group visited her in October, they decided she deserved a safe and secure 
retirement at the HIS Sanctuary, so they decided to sponsor her. We are hoping after she weans her 
last batch of foster pups she puts on some weight and gets some much-deserved TLC time from the 
HIS staff... in the meantime she is very busy moving between 3 batches of orphan pups that need her 
care and milk. 
 

Currently sponsored by the AAA Trip group 2017: 
1. Jackie Wigh, WA ($30) 
2. Renate Homburg, SA ($30) 
3. Bev Rayner, SA ($30) 
4. Janette Huston, WA ($30) 
5. Jenny Grant, WA ($30) 
6. Myrna Klein, WA ($30) 
7. Denise Schokman, WA ($30) 
8. Martin Hayes, WA ($30) 
9. Paul Elkington, WA ($30) 
10. Janet Thomas, WA ($30) 

 



Madari 
 

 

Madari, a female macaque, was rescued on the 29th October 2017 by Help in Suffering in Jaipur, 
India. She was found by a good Samaritan outside a dhaba – a roadside eatery, popular with 
truckers. She is a bundle of mischief and a big conversationalist, constantly trying to talk to anyone 
who goes near her cage. It is quite apparent from her behaviour that she was once owned by 
someone who trained her do tricks on the roadside for entertainment –  colloquially called Madari. 
She does not have any fingers on both her fore paws and it is likely these were cruelly amputated by 
her owner to attract sympathy from onlookers. It is a miracle that she escaped and survived such a 
cruel act.  
Owing to her permanent disability, it will not be possible for her to fend for herself in her natural 
habitat, so it has been decided to make her a permanent member of the Help In Suffering family. 
That is why she is now part of our sponsorship program and we hope that she will be permanently 
cared for by our sponsorship family. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Jackie Wigh, WA ($300) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ramu 

 

 
Ramu is an adult male macaque who came to Help In Suffering in 2007 after being rescued 
with a serious jaw injury. His recovery took a considerable amount of time due to his injuries 
and left him quite maimed around the mouth.  
The experts at the time thought his serious injury and prolonged association with, most 
probably, a human gang that made him steal, would make his reintroduction to his natural 
habitat unwise.  
He was therefore not released and stayed on in the care of Help In Suffering.  
Ramu has now found a partner in a rescued blind female macaque and will stay with her and 
HIS forever.  
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Jackie Wigh, WA ($300) 

 

 



Israel 
Pegasus Sanctuary, Ramla 

Jordan 

 
 

Update (May 2017) 
A reminder of how Jordan was rescued many years ago: Zvika had been contacted by the Israeli 
military forces about an injured donkey on “no man's land” a strip of land, which is filled with 
mines, and located between Jordan and Israel. I chuckle whenever I think of the rescue as army 
officials took the situation very seriously, and set up a makeshift “war room” near the location. As 
they studied strategic maps and conferred how to get the donkey out of the minefield. Zvika who 
was with them, walked over to the separation fence with a piece of bread in his hand while 
gentling calling the donkey who walked right up to the fence. The only thing needed to be done 
was to cut the wire fence and Jordan was home free. His leg had been severely damaged, 
probably by a mine and was amputated. He continues to be a living example of how one can 
endure a physical challenge yet, live life to the fullest, and boy does he ever. He is still wooing 
the female donkeys to this day, and loves to frolic with them. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Nicholas Duncan, WA ($100) 
2. Katy Jaksic, WA ($100) 
3. Christie Sorenti, WA ($100) 
4. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 



Einat 

 
Update (May 2017) 
Though old and blind, Einat loves life and wants to keep on living. She enjoys the things that other 
people and donkeys take for granted, like basking in the warm sun while listening to the sounds of 
nature roundabout. She “sees” with her ears, and engages other donkeys on occasion in serious 
conversation of braying back and forth, her ears picking up every tone and sound. It would be 
wonderful if every living creature who was blind, could live out their old age in safety and peace like 
Einat. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Elaine Goode, WA ($100) 
2. Janet Zajicek, VIC ($100)) 
3. Perth Zoo - Vet Hospital, WA ($100) 
4. Linda Tostevin, WA ($100) 
5. Caroline Box, NSW ($100) 
6. Nicholas Duncan, WA ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 



Shmaya 

 
Update (May 2017) 
Shmaya (to hear) shows the world of animal lovers that though he once endured tremendous 
cruelty, he is aware that not all humans are bad and that he is now loved, something he had 
never experienced before his rescue. He continues to be a symbol of overcoming. Though he 
can't hear, yet he sees Zvika coming from a distance and he rushes over to receive a big hug 
from Zvika every day. Zvika receives a hug back, in a donkey sort a way. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Francine Horne, ACT ($200) 
2. Donna McRae, VIC ($100) 
3. Lana Williams, NSW ($100) 
4. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
5. Julie Wilshire, NSW ($100) 

Eldad 

 



 
Update (May 2017) 
Eldad celebrates life and freedom every day. When he was rescued some years ago, his legs 
had been cruelly held together with wire, a fierce method to prevent him from running away. The 
wire had cut his legs deeply. He continues to be the leader of the pack at Pegasus. He proudly 
gallops around always happy that his legs and his soul, are forever free. 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Lisa Owens, USA ($100) 
2. Kimberley Hill, NSW ($100) 
3. Susan Greenwood, QLD ($100) 
4. Lynne Gittoes, NSW ($100) 
5. Lana Williams, NSW ($100) 
6. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 

Rahat 

 
Update (May 2017) 
Rahat, once burnt by evil boys, is forever safe at Pegasus. He loves to energize the pack, 
sometimes challenging another donkey to a race. He loves to show off that he is now healed, 
healthy and happy, and never must worry about being set on fire ever again. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Robert & Monique McGregor, SA ($100) 
2. Vanessa Sutch, NT ($100) 
3. Ruth Farre, NSW ($100) 
4. Jane Cleverley, NSW ($100) 
5. Carmel Rauter, SA ($100) 
6. Caroline Box, NSW ($100) 

 



Nepal 
Animal Nepal Godavari Donkey Sanctuary 

Krishna 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Krishna is like a large puppy and loves cuddles from our visitors. He is well-liked by his friends in 
the shelter. He was our first rescue and was personally rescued by our President, Pramada 
Shah. He is about 8 years old but a big baby at heart. He is very easy to groom and to take care 
of; he is very friendly with all our staff members. He is the cutest donkey in our shelter and is 
spoilt rotten by all our staff, especially our President. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Kristine Short, NSW ($100) 
2. Caroline Box, NSW ($100) 
3. Lee Whylie, NSW ($100) 
4. Jessica Mitchell, WA ($100) 
5. Linda Tostevin, WA ($100) 
6. Georgina Wigley, WA ($100) 

 
 
 
 
 



BB 

 
Update (June 2017) 
BB was in good condition when she came to the sanctuary and is approximately 8 years old. 
She’s also a nibbler and one does need to be careful around him! BB is not particularly fond 
when it comes to trimming of her teeth and can get quite antsy! 
She has lovely soft fur which she’s very proud of and loves to be groomed regularly. She’s 
generally in good health and does not fear the vaccinations which is a huge relief for our 
caretakers. She’s friendly and her best mates are Fudge, Shakti, and Krishna. Our sanctuary 
dog, Lucky is also her friend, and both playing in the sand does make an interesting sight. 
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Jack Mather, ACT ($100) 
2. Chamindri Samarakoon, QLD ($100) 
3. Linda Tostevin, WA ($100) 
4. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shakti 

 
 

Update (June 2017) 
Shakti is another beautiful female horse. Shakti and Hella are almost the same age and there is 
bit of a competition between them regarding” who’s the fairest of them all”. She’s quite 
possessive about her meals and tends to get snappy if someone tries to take her share. She 
does have a secret crush on Buddy but obviously is smart enough to keep it to herself and not 
get into any trouble. Overall, she’s friendly and has a tendency to put on weight and from time to 
time; our caretakers have to put her on a diet! As mentioned before, Shakti is especially fond of 
Tara, our para-vet and relies on her a lot. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Michelle Alber, NSW ($100) 
2. Jacqueline Dobson, QLD ($100) 
3. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
4. Elaine Goode, WA ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Noby 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Noby is easily the most handsome equine, and is a bit choosy when it comes to who he wants to 
hang around with. Noby, along with his other friends at the sanctuary go through their regular 
maintenance of teeth and hoof trimming and are kept in tip-top condition. He is obviously very 
proud of his beautiful hair and loves to be brushed. Our doctor Sajana, is very fond of him and 
Noby tends to respond to her much better than our other caretakers. He does not have any major 
health issues and is spending his days happily with other members in the shelter. 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Linda Tostevin, WA ($100) 
2. Lesley Murdoch, WA ($100) 
3. Jeanette Akkanen, NSW ($100) 
4. Sasha Poli, WA ($100) 
5. Dylan Storey, WA ($100) 
6. Ruth Farre, NSW ($100) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Fudge 

 
 

Update (June 2017) 
Fudge is a male donkey. He is about 8 years old and very happy and active. Ever since his teeth 
were trimmed, he feels better to eat his food and enjoys grazing. He is already vaccinated for this 
year and looks good and healthy. Our team have been looking after his hooves and grooming 
him regularly. Our care taker takes them down to graze which he loves the most. He is quite 
excitable when it’s time to take him to the fields and sprints almost immediately. Our vet, Dr Atish 
is particularly fond of Fudge. 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Suse Petersen, Switzerland ($100) 
2. Russell Dean, ACT ($100) 
3. Joy Johnson, NSW ($100) 
4. Alanna Knight, SA ($100) 
5. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
6. Olivia Hazell, UK ($100) 
 



Naina 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Naina is a very frail, aged, blind donkey. Her name means beautiful eyes! 
Animal Nepal caretakers Santa Bahadur Shrestha and Masini Shrestha take extra care of our 
beautiful Naina. We got her from a French lady, Pauline Coze, who had stayed in Kathmandu. 
Due to her old age her activities are limited and requires assistance most of the time. She has 
trouble eating as she has lost most of her teeth. 
All the visitors treat her very gently and kindly. She is happy, gentle donkey. 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Nancy Warren, QLD ($100) 
2. Diane Burnett, WA ($100) 
3. Aimee Reilly, QLD ($100) 
4. Karen & Gerry van Dooren, ACT ($100) 
5. Yvonne Boswarva, WA ($100) 
6. Carmel Rauter, SA ($100) 

 

 

 
 



Chung 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Chung is a female donkey. She was rescued from Santaneshwor brick kiln in Lalitpur district.               
When Animal Nepal medical team examined her health condition they found her very weak, was               
slightly lame and there were wounds all over her body. 
This year Chung is happy and healthy after all her routine vaccines, deworming, hoof trimming               
and most importantly trimming of teeth. She hangs around her fellow friends and does not               
interfere in anyone’s business. Chung is quite happy around her friends or even when she’s               
alone. She likes to run down to the sanctuary and spend her time grazing at the paddock. 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Elaine Goode, WA ($100) 
2. Sharyn McCarthy, NSW ($100)  
3. Stanley Stork, VIC ($100) 
4. Gayle Buttrose, NSW ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mox 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Mox has become the strongest equine in our sanctuary and has a bit of a roving eye; he 
generally gets into fights, especially with Buddy, because of Hella. Being quite young, he tried to 
approach all the females in the group, so we finally decided to castrate him to calm him down. 
We castrated him on the 1st of December 2016 and he was also given a tetanus vaccine on the 
same day. Mox is not a fan of grooming time, especially when it comes to cleaning his hooves. 
Overall, he is a joyful and energetic mule, enjoying his life in our shelter. His favourite companion 
is Mana, one of our technicians at the Sanctuary. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Rebecca Daly, NSW ($100) 
2. Diane Burnett, WA ($100) 
3. Lisa Owens, USA ($100) 
4. Carol Morgan, WA ($100) 
5. Jon Wallhouse, UK ($100) 
6. Rosemary Fry, VIC ($100) 

Stella 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Stella is a sweet mule. He was abandoned by his owner and left to fend on his own. When he 
was rescued by Animal Nepal, he was suffering from respiratory problems, anaplasmosis and 
was missing an eye. Stella has recovered well. He is almost 300 kgs and spending a happy life 



with rest of our four-legged furry friends. He is one our quieter mules and enjoys the company of 
the caretakers very much. He got all his vaccines with his fellow friends on the 2nd of December 
(T.T) and Rabies on 17th December. Stella is now a very healthy and happy mule with no sign of 
sickness. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Gypsy Wulff, WA ($100) 
2. Katy Jaksic, WA ($100) 
3. Keith Irving, WA ($100) 
4. Tim Boyce, NSW ($100) 
5. Christie Sorenti, WA ($100) 
6. Darlene Ryan, QLD ($100) 

 

Maneka 

 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Maneka is a sixteen and half year-old female donkey. She was rescued from Lalitpur District. 
Maneka needs constant support, especially while getting up, as her right hind leg was dislocated 
at the time of rescue and due to her advancing age, it bothers her. She gets sores easily which 
our caretaker Mana immediately dresses. Like Naina, she does not really go to the fields and 
generally stays at the shelter. 
 



 Currently sponsored by: 
1. Carol Hudson, WA ($100) 
2. Paul Sillato, NSW ($100) 
3. Yvonne Boswarva, WA ($100) 
4. Keith Irving, WA ($100) 
5. Beth Roffe, NSW ($100) 
6.  Janet Zajicek, VIC ($100) 

 
 
 
 

Puffin 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Puffin is a female donkey. In 2012, she was rescued from Lele, Lalitpur district. She is prone 
to fungal infections and unfortunately Puffin lost the soft fur on her legs yet again this year. 
Our caring vets and paravets were quick to treat her. Her hair has also grown significantly. 
She is under medication and is improving day by day. She has received all the vaccinations 
for this year and her teeth are also in good condition after trimming. Puffin perks up when 
she smells carrots and enjoys being groomed. She is very friendly and gentle with our young 
visitors. She is one of our older equines an is enjoying her retired life in our sanctuary. 
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Suzanne & Bradley Lantzke, WA ($100) 
2. Tracey Bell, NZ ($100) 
3. Chamindri Samarakoon, QLD ($100) 
4. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
5. Deb and Iris Hill, WA ($100) 
6. Katrina Horrocks, USA ($100) 

 
 



Samir 

 
 
Update (June 2017) 
Samir is a white colour,12-year-old female donkey. She was rescued from Bolbom brick kiln in 
Lalitpur district. She was abandoned by her owner and was suffering from skin related issues 
and nutrition deficiency. Now, Samir is healthy and has gained a bit of weight. She is a little 
scared of people and other animals, so we are extra gentle when trimming her hooves and giving 
her vaccinations. She does however love to get brushed. She is a silent nibbler and you can find 
her inspecting your belongings if you leave it within her reach! 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Gillian Houghton, NSW ($100) 
2. Nicholas Duncan, WA ($100) 
3. Elaine Goode, WA ($100) 
4. Shirley Patrick, WA ($100) 
5. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
6. Sally McMillan, TAS ($100) 

Bruna 

 



 
Update (June 2017) 
Bruna is an ageing female donkey. She has a slight limp but that does not hinder her daily 
activities at the sanctuary and is particularly fond of our para-vet Santosh Shrestha. She’s a quiet 
and gentle donkey who enjoys her cabbage and carrot meals; and does not like to share her 
meals with anyone. Bruna loves to be photographed and can pose very well when there are 
visitors at our sanctuary. She passes her days at the sanctuary grazing and lolling around in the 
sand in peace and contentment. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Sasha Poli, WA ($100) 
2. Melanie Baumanis, WA ($100) 
3. Nancy Warren, QLD ($100) 
4. Heidi Kaltenbrunn, WA ($100) 
5. Maree Daniels, WA ($100) 
6. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

Sangit [Sangeet] 

 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Sangeet is a male donkey. He was rescued from Santaneshwor brick kiln in Lalitpur district. Our 
team found him in a dire condition and he was very weak. Once recovered, Sangeet has not 
faced any health issues after his rescue. He is easy to handle during routine vaccinations. A 
friendly and lovable donkey, Sangeet gets along with everyone, especially our para-vet Tara. He 
is free-spirited donkey who loves roaming around the grassy fields and playing in the mud. He 
has quite an appetite and is very pleased when cabbage is part of the menu! 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Michael & Sheila Medlar, UK ($100)  
2. Emmanuel Nulty, WA ($100) 
3. Carly Blitz, WA ($100) 
4. Caroline Box, NSW ($100) 



5. Lana Williams, NSW ($100) 
6. Kristina Bonhomme, USA ($100) 

 
 

Lava 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Lava is a male donkey rescued from Kathmandu district. When Animal Nepal team found 
him, he was suffering from malnutrition and was extremely weak. Since then, he has been 
living at our Godawari Donkey sanctuary. His half-cut ear and his short height gives him a 
unique look and always stands out when he is identified for visitors. Luv and Kush are like 
“Thompson twins” and generally stay with each other. To date he hasn’t shown signs of any 
illness. We gave him liver tonic and all the necessary vaccines with the other residents of our 
sanctuary. Additionally, he bravely faced dental treatment and now is sporting a lovely grin! 
 
Currently sponsored by: 
1. Linda Mortimore, WA ($100) 
2. Jessica Boswarva, WA ($100) 
3. Emma Richardson, NSW ($100) 
4. Elaine Goode, WA ($100) 
5. Kate MacDonald, NZ ($100) 
6. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 

 

 



Kusha 

 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Like Lava, Kush is very content and one of the cutest members of our furry family. He loves and 
welcomes everybody to Sanctuary. He loves to be groomed. Like Lava, he also has a beautiful 
smile, thanks to his dental treatment. Kush loves trotting around with his twin and with their 
trimmed teeth they are quick to grab treats from the hands of our visitors. 
Solely sponsored by: 
1. Sandersons Body Repairs, QLD ($500) 

 

 

 

 

 



Markhu 

 

 
Update (June 2017) 
Markhu is a male horse. He was rescued from Bhaktapur district. At the time he was rescued, he 
had overgrown hooves and was limping. Now, Markhu adores running around our fields with his 
friends and is very fond of grazing. He is very healthy, and we groom him regularly, which he 
enjoys thoroughly. He is very friendly with all our team members; however, he does tend to bite 
when he is over excited. He loves rolling in the sand and will plunge into the sandpit any chance 
he gets. Blessed with a good appetite he is quite the eater and gobbles most of the treats given 
to him. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Suse Petersen, Switzerland ($100) 
2. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
3. Katrina Horrocks, USA ($100) 
4. Michelle Alber, NSW ($100) 

 

 

 

 

 



Sri Lanka 
Bridging Lanka Mannar Donkey Sanctuary 

Denise, Jaime and Aussie joined our sponsorship program in January 2018. 

Denise 

 
Denise, a female adult, has been at the Mannar Donkey Sanctuary since April 2017 
and is approximately 2 years old. She is blind in one eye. One of the reasons she 
was rescued was because she was being 'picked on' by other donkeys in the centre 
of Mannar Town. She seems relieved to be now living in a peaceful environment. 
She has a predominately grey coat with a distinctive black cross on her back. 
She gets on well with her other ‘housemates’ and has a gentle temperament. 
 
Currently Sponsored by: 
1. Lola Williams, QLD ($100) 
2. Jane Hogben, WA ($100) 
3. Susana Averis, WA ($100) 
 

 
 



Jaime 

 
 
Jaime, a male foal arrived in November 2017 at the Mannar Donkey Sanctuary. 
Sadly, this donkey had significant burns to his body caused by a very cruel person or 
people. With daily application of ointments and proper care, the foal is now healthy. 
He is under a year old, has a ginger-tinged furry coat and is now quite active and 
frisky. He prefers green fodder to the drier copra (poonak).  
 
Currently Sponsored by: 
1. Charlotte Fehr, WA ($100) 
2. Loraine Mason, WA ($100) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Aussie 

 
 

Aussie is a mare that arrived in April 2017 [ same time as Denise]. Although she is 
sociable most of the time, she likes her food and is not shy about pushing the other 
donkeys away from the feed trough. She knows what she wants, and food is on top 
of her list!! She has a predominantly brown coat with a greyish face. Aussie is under 
two years old and loves to be patted and brushed. 
 
Currently Sponsored by: 
1. Stanley Stork, VIC ($100) 
2. Deb and Iris Hill, WA ($100) 
3. Linda Tostevin, WA ($100) 
4.Marie Crilley, NSW ($100) 
5.Beth Roffe,NSW ($100) 
 

 

 

 



Thailand 
WFFT Refuge 

 

 La Ong Dao 

 
 

Gender: Female 

Age: 55 

Features: La Ong Dao is a tall female elephant. She has small ears and a very special skin pattern, with 

white forehead and trunk and black circles around the eyes, giving her the nickname of “Panda”. She has 

a deformed foot and is missing a part of her tail. 

She was forced to mate with a male but resisted. She was stabbed by the angry male’s tusks on her right 

side and her tail was broken. 

Story: La Ong Dao has worked in tourism for the last 30 years in trekking camps in Pattaya after spending 

her young years in the logging industry. She carried couples of tourists on her back on an average of 10 to 

15 rides a day, everyday. 



She is now very afraid of male elephants. 

Her rescue was an initiative of a few students of Shrewsbury’s International School in Bangkok, who 

started a fundraiser for her rescue. 

She stayed for a couple of days in an adaptation enclosure before joining Kaew Petch which whom she is 

now spending every minute. 

Update (June 2017): 

La Ong Dao is still the matriarch of her happy little herd. She is now living in an expanded enclosure with 

her friends Kaew Petch, Pun and her calf Pin. WFFT has been trying to introduce another elephant - Jele - 

into this herd, as Jele and the young calf Pin are very interested in playing and spending time with each 

other. Unfortunately, La Ong Dao is extremely protective over the baby Pin, and is hesitant to allow 

another elephant into the group. WFFT has Jele and La Ong Dao’s herd living next door to each other, in 

the hopes that they will one day learn to get along. 

Currently sponsored by: 

1. Rob and Karen Coles Christmas Cards, WA ($100) 

2. Lynne Ivicevic, WA ($100) 

 

 

 

 Khao Khun 

 



Khao Khun was in Laos Zoo for a few years, the zoo is a governmental institution soon to be transformed 

with the help of WFFT into the first ever wildlife rescue centre in Laos PDR. 

She is approximately 50 years old and has spent most of her life in zoos or trekking camp carrying visitors 

on her back. She is very gentle, relatively small in size and loves to spend hours grazing in her enclosure. 

She is the only Asian elephant in the newly open Laos Wildlife Rescue Centre but we hope to be able to 

rescue others for Khao Khun to make friends.  

Update (June 2017): 

Khao Khun is enjoying her life at the WFFT Laos rescue center, and particularly enjoys her daily walk from 

her night den out to the huge open expanse behind the center. She is left out there to wander during the 

day, where she is free from human contact, and is able to graze in the foliage and swim in the lake at her 

leisure. At the end of the day when she is brought back to her night den, enrichments are waiting for her. 

Her favorite enrichment at the moment is an ice treat, which is a large block of fruit frozen in water. Khao 

Khun always gets excited when she sees the ice treat, flapping her ears happily. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Linda Tostevin, WA ($200) 
2. Ruth Farre, NSW ($100) 
3. Keegan Raeside, NSW ($100) 
4. Dorie Sokol, USA ($100) 
5. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 
 
 

Duen Phen (meaning "Full Moon")  

 



 

At WFFT since: March 2012 

Age: Between 55-60 years 

Gender: Female 

Features: Large abscess on left cheek and back of front leg; half of tail missing. 

Story: Duen Phen’s story is similar to See Puak's tale. She was caught from the wild as a baby, torn away                     

from her mother and trained for a life of hard labor. She has spent the last 40+ years enduring forced                    

labor in the logging industry, as a street begging elephant and in the tourist industry. Duen Phen’s owner                  

called WFFT as she wasn’t able to work anymore. She is now safe from harm at WFFT and will spend the                     

rest of her life work free, happy and healthy. Duen Phen is very welcoming of human attention. She likes                   

to follow volunteers and staff up and down the side of her enclosure. 

Update (June 2017): Duen Phen is still happily living in WFFT’s wildest, largest elephant enclosure with                

her two friends See Puak and Nam Phon. Duen Phen is the most submissive of the three, and will follow                    

along behind the other two ladies at a bit of a distance. While See Puak and Nam Phon are quite curious                     

about human visitors at the enclosure, Duen Phen sometimes prefers to be by herself. Because these                

ladies have so much space to roam, whenever Duen Phen is feeling shy she is able to stay hidden in the                     

trees away from people and the other elephants. 

Currently sponsored by: 

1. Keith Irving, WA ($100) 

2. Cassandra Bladen, QLD ($200) 

3. Lin Lyons, WA ($100) 

4. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

Khan Kluey (meaning "Banana Leaf Stalk")  

 



At WFFT since: 2008 

Age: 8 years (estimate) 

Gender: Male 

Features: Smooth grey skin, scars, very small tusks (his tusks were broken during his escape attempts in                 
his former life) 

Story: Khan Kluey is a male baby Asian Elephant who was destined to become a dancing elephant before                  
he was rescued by WFFT. Luckily, due to being rescued at a young age, this willful little elephant will                   
never have to carry tourists, haul logs, or beg on the streets. He loves pineapples and play fights. 

Update (June 2017): 

When Khan Kluey first arrived at Wildlife Friends Foundation Thailand he was a young, traumatized calf 

with understandably poor manners. Over the years he has grown big and strong under the careful watch 

of his surrogate mother Somboon and the WFFT team. He now resides in a specialized concrete 

enclosure, where no humans come in contact with him. Because of Khan Kluey’s young age and his 

history, he is extremely aggressive and dangerous. His teams continue to create enrichments which will 

provide him entertainment without risking the safety of our staff and volunteers. 

Currently sponsored by: 

1. Meredith Williams, WA ($200) 

2. Keith Irving, WA ($100) 

3. Anonymous, VIC ($100) 

4. The Dog Shop, WA ($100) 

 

Nam Phon (meaning “Rain drop”)  

 
 



At WFFT since: October 2013 

Age: 50 + 

Gender: Female 

Features: Nam Phon is a very tall elephant, but very underweight. She has blue eyes and small ears. 

Being uncomfortable with water, Nam Phon is not too fond of her showers. She also has no teeth and 
needs to have her fruits peeled to avoid any discomfort. 

Story: Nam Phon had been working as a trekking elephant in Surin province for the past 25 years, carrying 
tourists on her back everyday. A few months earlier, she developed a severe eye infection that lead her 
mahout to bring her to WFFT for treatment and care. She was at that point, extremely skinny and 
malnourished. Nam Phon was rescued on October 2013 and has been put on an appropriate diet to help 
her gain the weight she was missing. Receiving lots of banana trees and fruit, Nam Phon’s condition has 
improved greatly. She is treated for her eyes infection twice a day with Dexuoph and has now joined 
another one of our rescued elephant, Duenphen, with whom she gets on with very well. 

Update (June 2017): 

Nam Phon is still happily living in WFFT’s wildest, largest elephant enclosure with her two friends See 
Puak and Duen Phen. Nam Phon spends her days following closely behind See Puak, the leader of their 
herd. These two are always exploring their 3 hectares of forest or swimming in their two ponds. Nam 
Phon love to use her trunk as a snorkel as she plunges completely under water to cool off. 

Currently sponsored by: 

1. Lorraine Jacobs, WA ($100) 

2. Lawnswood Pet Cremation, WA ($100) 

3. Kim Ribbink, WA ($200) 

4. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 

See Puak (meaning "Albino")  

 
 



At WFFT since: April 2011 

Age: Between 50-60 years 

Gender: Female. 

Features: Rather large head and long eyelashes. She is one of WFFT's larger elephants with numerous                
scars over her body, however she is also one of their most beautiful, with a stunning spotted pattern on                   
her trunk.  

Story: See Puak (whose name means "albino") is between 50-60 years old, having been captured from                
the wild at around 10 years of age, which at the time was not unusual, although still illegal. She has spent                     
the last 23 years of her life with the same owner, working mainly at an elephant camp entertaining                  
tourists with tricks. Knowing how easy See Puak was to 'train', thanks to her love of food, her owner also                    
put her to work in the film industry, and See Puak featured in several movies over the years. It was                    
obvious to the rescue team that See Puak's love of food has not diminished over time, with it being very                    
easy to lead the elephant onto the truck which was to bring her home to WFFT with a few bananas. 

Update (June 2017): 

This month the lovely See Puak is celebrating her 6 year anniversary at Wildlife Friends Foundation                
Thailand! On April 21st 2011 See Puak was rescued from an elephant camp in the province of Surin,                  
where she was exploited and abused for tourist gratification and entertainment. 

See Puak continues to enjoy her retirement from the tourism industry, roaming freely in WFFT’s largest                
elephant enclosure with her two friends Nam Fon and Duen Phen. See Puak will spend her remaining                 
years in retirement at WFFT, enjoying a peaceful life free from the demands of human beings. 

 

Currently sponsored by: 

1. Emmanuel Nulty, WA ($100) 

2. Carol Pettit, WA($100) 

3. June Hatwell, WA ($200) 

4. Hazel Oleszek, VIC ($100) 

Dao Rueng (meaning “Marigold”)  

 



At WFFT since: July 2014 

Age: 50 + 

Gender: Female 

Features: 

Dao Rueng is a very tall, massive elephant. She has light-brown eyes, but one presents signs of glaucoma                  

and is turning white. She has a very long forehead and small ears. She looks very strong but has a bad leg                      

that makes her slightly limp. 

Story: Dao Rueng had spent her life working in the tourism industry in Kanchanaburi. With a bad leg,                  

getting old and tired, Dao Rueng was forced to carry tourists each and every day. Her owner used her for                    

his income, his livelihood. Luckily for Dao Rueng, a friend from the past came through with the promise of                   

freedom. Her right front leg is causing her to walk with some difficulties as she is not able to bend her                     

foot, her leg remaining straight and rigid. It is not causing her any pain, but probably a lot of discomfort.                    

Upon arrival at WFFT, she has some superficial wounds on her forehead that we treated right away with                  

appropriate antibiotic cream. She now lives completely unchained in the adaptation enclosure that she is               

exploring with great enthusiasm. 

Update (June 2017): 

Dao Rueng is still living happily with her best friend Boon Chuey. The two ladies have been adjusting 

nicely to their new larger enclosure, and are now feeling quite at home.  Our gentle giant Dao Rueng 

particularly loves to spend the mornings and afternoons playing and splashing in her larger lake, while 

her sassy friend Boon Chuey watches over her from the dry and. On very hot days the two ladies can be 

found standing side by side in their gazebo, happily napping together in the shade. 

Currently sponsored by: 

1. Jeannie McDermott, QLD ($100) 

2. Chelsey and Adam Godfrey, VIC ($100) 

3. Tim Boyce, NSW ($100) 

4. Katy Jaksic, WA ($100) 

5. Eleanor Hubble, WA ($100) 

 

 

 



Somboon (meaning "Perfect")  

 
At WFFT since: April 2007 

Age: 32+ years 

Gender: Female 

Features: Her ears are spotted towards the bottom, her right ear has a hole in it. Her temple domes have 
pink patches. She has a very obvious curve in her back and walks with a slight limp. She also has 
remarkably long eyelashes! 

Story: Somboon is a female Asian Elephant, aged around 40 years old. Somboon was used as a begging 
tool, working on the city streets. Unfortunately, this is very dangerous and Somboon was hit by a car. 
Although it wasn’t broken, her leg was damaged, and she will never be able to go back in the wild. She 
loves swimming and being scrubbed down. WFFT teams are getting ready to move Khan Kluey and 
Somboon in the end of June, giving them the chance to enjoy that whole new home together. 

Update (June 2017): 

Somboon is still living happily with her adopted son Khan Kluey, who is continuing to grow big and strong                   
alongside her. We ensure the young bull and his mother get plenty of privacy from humans except for                  
during feeding time. Somboon particularly enjoys when her volunteers make banana balls. These balls are               
a combination of mashed bananas, bran and hay pellets rolled together, occasionally with salt and               
tamarind to aid digestion. When Somboon requires vitamins or medications her volunteers are able to               
hide them inside of the banana ball mixture, keeping her healthy and happy.  

Currently sponsored by: 

1. Diana James, VIC ($100) 

2. Carol Morgan, WA ($100) 

3. Anonymous, VIC ($100) 

4. Sally McMillan, TAS ($100) 

5. Caroline Box, NSW ($100) 

  



Kaew Petch (meaning “Diamond glass”)  

 
At WFFT since: April 2014 

Age: 50 + 

Gender: Female 

Features:  

Kaew Petch is a very tall elephant. She has clear grey-blue eyes with long dark eyelashes and small ears. She 

has a skin disease that covers 60 % of her body, including her ears, forehead and back. 

Story: 

Kaew Petch is an Asian elephant who spent 30 years working in the tourism industry as a trekking elephant in 

Pattaya. She has a severe fungal infection on her skin which makes her very itchy. Without any facilities to bath 

at the camp, she received no treatment between her tours. Kaew Petch had to endure this very irritating 

disease for quite some time before receiving treatment. WFFT rescued Kaew Petch in early April 2014. 

Treatment for her skin condition began straight away, relieving Kaew Petch from irritation and she can now 

finally enjoy her retirement. 

We provided the required treatment to ease Kaew Petch skin condition on arrival. We are now giving her 

a proper shower on a daily basis and she is treated twice a week with medicated shampoo. She also 

receives a bath in her private lake, good scrubs and an anti-fungal lotion. It may take several months to 

cure her skin disease, however, we can already see improvements. 

She is now sharing a large enclosure with Boon Chuey, our other new arrival, and the two of them happily 

investigate their new surroundings together. 

Update (June 2017): 



Kaew Petch in her little herd of four is now living in an expanded enclosure with her friends La Ong Dao, 

Pun and her calf Pin. These four ladies have even more room to roam, and a variety of habitat to explore 

including open grassy fields and forested areas. The new trees in their enclosure provide shade and act as 

scratching posts for the elephants. 

When Kaew Petch first arrived at WFFT she had difficulty using her trunk, as she had always been fed 

directly into her mouth. Now, she happily showers herself with water and mud from her lake without 

issue. She is also able to pass along her newfound knowledge to young Pin as she gets the opportunity to 

help raise a calf. 

Currently sponsored by: 
1. Peter Jacobs, WA ($100) 
2. Elaine Goode, WA ($100) 
3. Francine Horne, ACT ($200) 
4. Joanna Iwanska, SWITZERLAND ($100) 
5. Sharin Garden, UK ($100) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boon Mee  

 



 
At WFFT since: November 2012 

Age: 55 years 

Gender: Female 

Features: Blind in left eye, protruding ribs, protruding temple bones 

Boon Mee was rescued from an elephant camp where she had been carrying tourists on her back for 25                   

years. Before that, she was forced to work in the logging industry. We don’t know much about her                  

younger years. At the time of her rescue she was very tired and underweight, but under the care of WFFT                    

vets and volunteers she has gained quite a bit of weight and is very happy and relaxed in her new home.  

She has turned out to be a very gentle elephant, and thoroughly enjoys her daily walks. She can be a little                     

mischievous during her walks, often disappearing into the bushes and becoming completely absorbed             

foraging around in the trees.  

We hope in the future to continue introductions for Boonmee and Rung Thip to become good friends, we                  

are waiting for Rung Thip to gain confidence in her new life of freedom. 

Update (June 2017): 

Boon Mee is a particularly food motivated elephant. At the moment she is thoroughly enjoying the 

mangoes and jackfruit which are in season, snacking on them as they fall and roll into her enclosure. 

Her volunteers have been careful to collect a portion of the fruit from the ground each day, to prevent 

her from over-eating and developing bloat. Having too much fruit available is a great problem for an 

elephant to have! 

Currently sponsored by: 

1. Maddi Voumard, VIC ($100) 

2. Mary & Syd Reale, WA ($100) 

3. Alastair Jacob, NSW ($100) 

4. Rosemary Fry, VIC ($100) 

5. Katrina Deal, USA ($100) 

 

 

 



Boon Chuey (meaning “Helping with merit”)  

 
At WFFT since: May 2014 

Age: 50 + 

 Gender: Female 

Features: Boon Chuey, like Kaew Petch, is a very tall elephant. She has brown-red eyes and very large ears. 

She is a very gentle elephant who seems enjoying human care and attention. 

Story: 

Boon Chuey had been working as a trekking elephant in Thailand’s big cities, Bangkok and Pattaya, taking 

groups of people on her back every day for as long as 30 years. 

Working on the morning of her rescue, Boon Chuey bravely took her last group of tourists on a trek and 

was then released from her seat and chains before getting onto the truck and travelling to her new life. 

She discovered quite quickly the joy of bathing in her lake and walking chain-free in the forest, foraging 

and exploring her new environment with a great enthusiasm. 

She found a good mate in Kaew Petch with whom she is sharing a large enclosure. They spend their day 

together, enjoying each other’s company. 



 

Update (June 2017): 

Boon Chuey is still living happily with her best friend Dao Rueng. Next to their new enclosure is a piece of 
undeveloped forest, which the two ladies now get to explore everyday. Their volunteering team chops 
pineapple, corn, watermelons and papaya into buckets of bite sized pieces in preparation for their walk. 
They then use these buckets as positive reinforcement to guide the two ladies down the road to the 
entrance of the new piece of forest. Speedy Boon Chuey gets to the forest first, with Dao Rueng her 
friend ambling along behind slowly but steadily. Together they explore the shady patch of trees, enjoying 
the daily change of scenery. 

Solely sponsored by:  

1. Paul Sillato, NSW ($500)  

 

 

Pai Lin (meaning "Gemstone") 

 
At WFFT since: February 2007 

Age: 60-65 years (perhaps a bit more) 

Gender: Female 

Features: Sunken cheeks, her skin looks 3 sizes too big for her. Obviously deformed spine, with old                 

pressure point scars on her back. Particularly pronounced temple domes on her head. 

Story: Pai Lin (meaning "gemstone") is a 60 year old female Asian Elephant. Before the logging ban, she                  

was used to carry around trees and logs, but later she became a tourist attraction, carrying up to 6 people                    



on her back at a time. Over the years, this has worn her back down so much that she now has a very                       

dipped back which slopes downwards. 

She loves long soaks in the lake.  

Update (June 2017): 

Pai Lin continues to be WFFT’s oldest elephant and despite a case of arthritis, she remains in excellent                  

health. Pai Lin is an avid swimmer, and has recently decided that during her morning walks she enjoys                  

swimming in the large lake across the road from the WFFT center. Her volunteers often take her for                  

exercise to keep her joints active, however during the hot season even an early morning walk is too warm                   

for her, and she will occasionally decide to plunge into the water to cool herself off. 
Currently sponsored by: 

1. Sally McMillan, TAS ($200) 

2. OnPro Branch, ACT ($100) 

 


